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The Macmillan Re

materials for learners of English. The series is publishe

aders provide a choice of enjoy
— Starter, Beginner, Elementary, Pre—intermediate,

able reading
d at six levels
lntcrmcdiatr;
and Upper.
Level control

Information, structure and

vocabulary are controlled to suit the
students’ ability at each level.

The number of words at each level:

Starter about 300 basic words

Beginner about 600 basic words

Elementary about 1100 basic'words

Pre—mtermedlate about 1400 basic words

Intermediate about 1600 basic words
-\\.

Upper about 2200 basic words
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A Note About the Author

Louisa May Alcott was
AvmericansShe wag born on
29th November 1887. She
lived in the town of
Massachusetts, in t
B North America,
father was Amos
Alcott. He wag a te

a philosopher. L.
May, Elizabeth ang Anna.

Concord,
he east of
Louisa’s
Bronson
acher ang

Ouisa had

three sisters —

MOst popular book was Little Women (1868). The book

is about four girls — Amy, Meg, Beth and Jo March. In
this book, Louisa w iti

this story — Good Wiyes.

Some of her other stories are: An Old-fashioned Girl
(1870), Little Men (1871), Eight Cousins (1875), Rose

4



in Bloom (1876) and Jo's Boys (1886).

Louisa Alcott never married. She visited Europe in
1871. After her return to America, she lived in
Boston. She worked for women’s rights. She often
wrote about the lives of independent women. Louisa

May Alcott died in Boston on 6th March 1888.

A Note About This Story

Time: 1866 to 1877. Places: The United States of

America and Europe.

Several of the people in this story travel from America
to Europe by ship. Before 1838, this journey was very
difficult. People had to travel in sailing ships. Some-
times there were no winds in the Atlantic Ocean.
Then the journey was very long. But in 1838, a
steamship crossed the Atlantic Ocean for the first
time. In 1840, Samuel Cunard — a Canadian ship-
owner — started Atlantic crossings between America
and Britain. Cunard had four big steamships. Every
week, a ship sailed from America to England, and
another ship sailed from England to America. This was
a journey of fourteen days. By the 1860s, the ships’
engines were better, and the journey was faster. It
became a popular journey. Many rich Americans
crossed the Atlantic Ocean and visited Europe.



gl“.\SS, undvr ll\(‘ trees. The g()l(lt'll sun shoy
clear blue sky. ne from
Mrs March had many lovely birthday preser
You've done so many things for us, dear M
Meg said to her mother.
‘Yes, you've helped us all so much,’ said Jo.
“Thank you for everything,’ said Amy.
“Yes, thank you for everything,” Meg and Jo said.
Soon, it was the end of a wonderful day. All the
children ran around the garden. They climbed the
irees and they played happily together. Jo watched her
hushand and her two boys. She was very happy. She
put her arms round Meg and Amy, her dear sisters.
‘Families are the most beautiful things in the world,’

she said.
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